" It might possibly be that the prisoner had some monomania on this subject, and he only asked them, on reasonable and satisfactory evidence, to come to a conclusion." Thus the attention of both the court and the jury was fully directed, at the very outset of the case, to the probable significance of the prisoner's own actions and language while before them, as well as to those portions of the evidence to be submitted to them, which might throw light upon his mental condition.
It is not necessary that we should dwell upon the evidence of the murder. The crime had been perpetrated in broad daylight, in a busy street, and in the presence of one person. The homicidal monomania, is to say that which has no weight in these cases, if they are to be determined according to the law of the land. As men of experience, you have had an opportunity of observing the manner of the prisoner here to-day, and you will form your own judgment, saying how far you think the sort of conduct he has manifested savours only of folly, or of ignorance, or of passion, or how far it may go to confirm the case that has been set up for the purpose of getting off. I do not say it in any invidious sense or at all as adverse to the prisoner, but as the shortest way of expressing it?for the purpose of inducing you to acquit him on the ground of insanity. Now, that is the whole matter. First of all, you must consider for }rourselves whether it is proved that the prisoner did take away the life of Frater. If so, you ought to convict him of murder in itself; but if you are not satisfied, which will be the next matter for consideration, you ought to acquit him. If you answer the first question in the affirmative, the question whether he did take away the life of Frater, you will then have to consider the second question?whether in your judgment it is made out clearly to your satisfaction that the prisoner at the time he did the act was, by a disease of the mind, incapable of knowing what he was doing, or of knowing that he was doing wrong. You are the sole judges of this matter. You will have to consider whether you acquit him altogether, in which case you will say so by your verdict ; whether you find him guilty of murder, being satisfied as to his sanity, in which case it will be your duty to say so by your verdict; or whether you are satisfied he was insane and to the extent and in the manner I have mentioned, which would amount to an excuse in point of law, on that ground, and in such case you would acquit him on the ground of insanity. These are all the observations I propose to make, and I must now leave the matter in your hands.
A verdict of Guilty was returned by the jury, whereupon the prisoner exclaimed?" I plead not guilty. As the jury brought in a verdict of guilty, let it be so. I will take it."
The judge then proceeded to pass sentence in the following 
